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Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Hall, 

Beaconsfield, 

Bucks. 

September,  194b 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Beaconsfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1948. 

During  the  year  the  nation’s  health  services  have  under- 
gone important  and  widespread  changes.  Three  major  Acts 
come  into  operation  on  the  same  day.  The  “ appointed 
day  ” for  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  National 
Assistant  Act,  1948,  and  the  National  Insurance  Act,  1946, 
was  the  5th  July,  1948.  Between  them  these  Acts  made 
radical  changes  in  the  medico-social  field.  They  extended 
and  made  health  insurance  compulsory  for  the  adult  (16-60) 
population  ; they  abolished  the  remaining  vestiges  of  the  old 
Poor  law  and  have  transferred  the  administration  of  the 
personal  health  and  welfare  services  to  the  major  local 
authorities,  that  is  the  County  Councils  and  the  County 
Boroughs.  In  the  main,  however,  these  Acts  have  left  un- 
impaired the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  local  Sanitarv 
Authorities  in  dealing  with  environmental  factors  in  public 
health. 

In  conclusion  it  is  again  my  very  pleasing  duty  to  thank 
my  colleagues  and  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
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active  co-operation  during  the  year.  In  particular  I wish 
to  thank  Mr.  Crosby,  the  'Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Engineer  for  his  assistance.  Finally,  Mr.  Chairman  and 
Councillors,  I would  like  to  thank  you  for  your  kindly 
assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  P.  EVANS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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A General  and  Vital  Statistics 

1.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Area  (acres)  of  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,314 

Number  of  Inhabitable  Houses  (per  Rate  Book)  2,050 
Rateable  Value  of  Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  £79,000 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  ...  £320 


2.  Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  population  figure  is  7,243. 

3.  Births  and  Deaths 
Births 

(a)  Live  Births 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Birth  Rate — England  and  Wales 
Legitimate 

Illegitimate  

( b ) Still  Births 

Legitimate  ...  ...  1 1 2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  — — — 

Deaths 

(a)  Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  2 

Deaths  of  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  15.6 

Infant  Mortality 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  14.8 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  34.0 


M ales 

Females 

Total 

18.6 

17.9 

66 

62 

128 

2 

5 

7 

6 


Diseases 

1.  Heart  Disease 

2.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

3.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

4.  Cancer 

5.  Pneumonia 

6.  Bronchitis 

7.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

8.  Tuberculosis 

9.  Diabetes  

10.  Nephritis  ... 

11.  Birth  Diseases 

12.  Suicide 

13.  Road  traffic 

14.  Other  violent  causes 

15.  All  other  causes  ... 


Males  Females  T otal 


10  10  20 

3 6 9 

1 2 3 

9 4 13 

2 3 5 

— 1 1 

1 2 3 

— 22 
— 1 1 

2—2 
— 1 1 

1 2 3 

1 — 1 

1 3 4 

3 8 11 


Total  34  45  79 

B Health  Services  in  the  Area 

1.  Hospital  Services. 


There  is  no  general  hospital  in  Beaconsfield,  but  it  has 
three  Nursing  Homes  registered  by  the  Bucks  County  Council. 
St.  Joseph’s  Nursing  Home,  Candlemass  Lane  was  excluded 
from  the  operation  of  the  National  Health  Services  Act,  1946, 
by  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Beaconsfield  is  in  the  area  of  the  North-West  Metropolitan 
Regional  Hospital  Board  which  has  delegated  hospital 
management  responsibilities  to  a number  of  Group  Hospital 
Management  Committees  within  its  area.  The  Hospital 
Management  Committee  responsible  for  this  district  is  the 
Windsor  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee  with  its 
headquarters  at  the  Community  Centre,  Farnham  Road, 
Slough. 


2.  Laboratory  Services 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  organised  and 
administered  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Minis- 
try of  Health  since  1939,  will  continue  to  be  administered  on 
a peace-time  basis  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
an  initial  period  of  five  years  after  the  appointed  day  of  the 
National  Health  Service,  1946. 

The  Service  is  concerned  with  Bacteriology  and  Epidemi- 
ology in  relation  to  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and  control  of 
Infectious  Disease. 

The  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  situate  at 
Walton  Street,  Oxford,  and,  in  general,  undertakes,  free  of 
charge,  the  bacteriological  examination  of  such  specimens  as 
sputum,  nose  and  throat  swabs,  faeces,  urine,  blood,  etc. 

The  chemical  examination  of  water  and  sewage  effluent  is 
undertaken  by  the  Public  Analyst,  Southwark  Borough 
Council. 

3.  Ambulance  Facilities 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases  Ambulances 

Each  of  the  four  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  in  the 
County  will  continue  to  maintain  its  own  ambulance,  and  it 
is  proposed  that  they  should  be  used  solely  for  this  type  of 
work. 

(b)  Ambulance  Services 

The  Bucks  County  Council  will  provide  an  ambulance 
service  for  the  whole  of  the  County  through  the  agency  of 
the  Order  of  St.  John  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 
One  ambulance  will  be  stationed  at  Beaconsfield. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Beaconsfield  Division  of 
the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  has  maintained  the  Ambu- 
lance Service  in  this  Council's  area,  and  by  courtesy  of 
Lt.-Col.  Hunt,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  I am  appending  statistics 
showing  the  work  done  during  the  year. 


1946 

1947 

1948 

Invalids 

183 

159 

225 

Road  Accidents 

17 

24 

24 

Other  Accidents 

16 

16 

18 

Mileage 

...  3,967 

4,243 

4,926 
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(c)  Hospital  Car  Cases 

In  addition  to  the  ambulances  mentioned  above,  the  County 
Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  hospital  sitting-case 
cars. 

4.  Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  following  Nurse  Midwives  practised  in  the  town  during 
the  year  1948: — 

Miss  M.  E.  Hopes,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

(Until  11th  March.) 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Ayling,  S.C.M. 

(Until  ,11th  March.) 

Miss  G.  Urquhart,  S.R.N.)  S.C.M.  Q.N. 

(From  March,  1948.) 
Miss  O.  Rayner,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

(From  March,  1948.) 

The  address  for  these  Nurses  was  63,  Wycombe  End, 
Beaconsfield  ; telephone  number:  Beaconsfield  824. 

In  addition  to  attending  cases  in  their  homes,  the  nurses 
gave  their  services  to  the  monthly  Welfare  Clinics  held  at 
the  Old  Rectory. 

C Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

1.  Sanitary  Inspection 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’ s Visits. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  24 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  34 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  4 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 

be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  3 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal 
Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Proceedings  under  Public  Heath  Acts  : 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  9 


Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  TV— Overcrowding 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  families  living  therein  8 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  25 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  dur- 

in  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  70 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

All  cases  of  overcrowding  are  on  the  Housing  Officer’s  List 
of  applicants  for  Council  Houses. 
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2.  Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  both 
quality  and  quantity.  Periodic  samples  are  taken  and  both 
the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  are  regarded  as 
satisfactory. 

A copy  of  an  analyst’s  report  on  a sample  taken  during 
1948  is  published  as  Appendix  I to  this  Report. 

3.  Sewerage  and  Sewering 

Two  Sewage  Disposals  Works  serve  the  District,  the 
Holtspur  Bottom  Works,  which  is  nearly  34  acres  in  extent, 
and  the  Hedgerley  Lane  Works  of  about  26  acres.  Both  these 
works  are  now  taking  an  increased  amount  of  sewage  owing 
to  the  considerable  increase  in  population. 

The  Council  have  agreed  on  the  construction  of  an  addi- 
tional circular  sprinkler  at  Holtspur  and  it  is  hoped  to  begin 
construction  in  1949. 

The  disposal  effluent  by  surface  soakage  at  the  Hedgerley 
Lane  Works  demands  constant  attention  to  prevent  ponding 
in  the  soakage  area,  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
effluent. 

During  the  year  additional  sewers  were  laid  at: 

Orchard  Road — Site  for  new  housing  estate. 

4.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

% 

The  Council  employ  two  refuse  collecting  vehicles,  and  a 
weekly  collection  is  made  from  all  premises  within  the  district. 

Refuse  is  disposed  by  controlled  tipping  in  a worked-out 
gravel  pit  off  Broad  Lane  on  land  within  Lilly  Fee  Farm. 

5.  Salvage 

This  service  was  carried  out  by  a hired  lorry  and  driver 
with  a Council  workman,  but  in  October  a scheme  was  pre- 
pared in  conjunction  with  the  refuse  collectors,  by  which 
they  collected  salvage  at  the  same  time  as  collecting  refuse, 
the  men  to  be  paid  a bonus  of  £1  10s.  Od.  per  ton.  This  has 
been  an  unqualified  success  and  the  amount  of  paper  col- 
lected has  increased  25  per  cent. 
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The  amount  of  salvage  collected  during  the  year  was  as 
follows:  — 


Waste  Paper 

Bones 

Bottles 

Cullet 

Textiles 

String 

Metal 


Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

. 94  6 1 0 

8 2 14 

3 5 2 14 

7 0 0 

2 11  2 0 

4 1 0 

12  0 0 


Total  ...  102  5 1 0 


Amount  received  for  sales  — £810. 


6.  Cesspools 

The  emptying  of  cesspools  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
750-gallon  vacuum  machine.  Every  endeavour  is  made  to 
provide  a 24-hour  service.  During  the  year  611  cesspools 
were  emptied. 

7.  Nuisances 

During  the  year  22  nuisances  have  been  investigated  ; these 
are  chiefly  defective  drains,  cesspools,  and  deposits  of  refuse. 
Considerable  assistance  is  given  in  this  matter  by  the  work- 
men engaged  in  refuse  collection  and  cesspool  emptying. 
Each  squad  gives  a daily  report  into  the  office  in  which  any 
matter  requiring  attention  is  specially  mentioned.  It  is  then 
investigated,  reported,  and  the  necessary  action  taken. 

8.  Sanitary  Accommodation 

All  houses,  except  several  isolated  farms,  are  provided  with 
water  closets. 
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9.  Disinfection 

Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  in  four  cases  following 
Infectious  Diseases. 

10.  Rodent  Control 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  Mr.  G.  S.  Grey  as  the  Rodent 
Officer  appointed  by  the  Council  and  approved  by  the 
Ministry  who  contribute  part  of  his  salary. 

The  district  is  regularly  surveyed  and  the  scheme  of  block 
control  kept  in  operation.  The  present  position  is  considered 
to  be  good,  but  immediately  on  receipt  of  information  action 
is  taken  and  constant  checks  are  made  throughout  the  district. 


D Housing 

During  the  year,  49  new  Council  Houses  have  been  com- 
pleted and  11  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise. 

Set  out  below  are  details  of  the  various  estates  which  this 
Council  has  developed. 


Council  Housing 

Pre-War  Housing 

Malthouse  Square  (1919)  Scheme  comprises  52 

cottages  of  the  parliour  type  with  three  bedrooms  52 

Ronald  Road  comprises  22  cottages  of  non-parlour 
type  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Amersham  Road  Estate  comprises  an  area  of  131- 
acres  and  is  laid  out  for  108  non-parlour  type 
and  16  parlour  type  cottages.  These  are  split 
into  three  sections,  this: 

(a)  Waller  Road — 

36  non-parlour  and  4 parlour  type  ...  40 
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( b ) Hyde  Green — 

36  non-parlour  and  8 parlour  type  ...  44 

(c)  Maxwell  Road — 

36  non-parlour  and  4 parlour  type  ...  40 

Fernhurst  Close — 26  non-parlour  type  ...  ...  26 

— 224 

Post-War  Housing 

Maxwell  Road — 

16  non-parlour  type,  completed  1946  ...  16 

Ronald  Road — 

4 non-parlour  type,  completed  1947  ...  4 

Candlemas  Mead  Estate — 

Scheme  for  80  houses:  64  completed  1948  64 

— 84 


Total  Housing  308 


Orchard  Road  Scheme  — 16  terrace-type  houses. 

The  site  works  are  complete  and  the  erection  of  the 
houses  is  well  in  hand. 

Malthouse  Square  — 3 pairs  of  Old  People’s  Bungalows. 
This  scheme  is  nearing  completion  and  it  is  expected 
that  all  will  be  occupied  early  in  the  New  Year. 


E Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

1.  Milk  Supply 

There  are  9 registered  milk  producers  within  the  council’s 
area.  The  milk  supply  is  generally  speaking  of  good  quality 
throughout  the  year. 

2.  Meat  and  other  Foods 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the  District, 
but  due  to  Control  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  no  killing  has 
been  done  apart  from  pigs  for  keeper’s  own  use. 
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The  following  quantities  of  food  were  condemned  during 
the  year: 


Tinned  Meat 

96-i- 

lbs. 

Tinned  Fish 

2\ 

lbs. 

Tinned  Fruit  and  Vegetables  ... 

3 

lbs. 

Tinned  Milk 

41 

lbs. 

Home  killed  and  imported  Meats 

...  114* 

lbs. 

Wet  Fish  ... 

47 

stones 

Cereals  ...  ...  

1 

...  2 

lb. 

Tinned  Dried  Egg 

27 

lbs. 

Sausagemeat  ...  

23 

lbs. 

F Welfare  Foods 

The  Local  Food  Office  co-operate  very  loyally  with  the 
Welfare  Centre,  from  which  the  Welfare  Foods  are  distri- 
buted, in  addition  to  those  distributed  by  the  Food  Office. 
The  percentages  of  the  potential  uptake  in  the  Beaconsfield 
District  area  are  given  below.  They  are  compiled  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  during  the  period  ended  on  the  27th  Novem- 
ber, 1948,  and  show  that  the  uptake  of  these  foods  in  Beacons- 
field is  good  and  compares  favourably  with  other  districts. 


ORANGE  JUICE 

COD  LIVER  OIL 

A and  D TABLETS 

Actual 

Weekly 

Uptake 

Percentage 
of  Potential 
Uptake 

Actual 

Weekly 

Uptake 

Percentage 
of  Potential 
Uptake 

Actual 

Weekly 

LTptake 

Percentage 
of  Potential 
Uptake 

214 

67.1 

50 

52.1 

10 

67.6 

G Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 

1.  Incidence  of  Infectious  Disease 

A case  of  infection  by  brucella  abortus  was  notified  in  an 
adjoining  district.  The  source  of  the  milk  was  traced  to  a 
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farm  in  Beaconsfield  and  investigations  on  the  farm  which 
involved  taking  samples  from  40  cows  showed  that  the  milk 
of  four  was  suggestive  and  in  one  of  these  brucella  abortus 
was  present  in  three-quarters  of  the  udder.  That  cow  has 
been  segregated  and  the  milk  is  no  longer  used  for  human 
consumption. 

Set  out  below  are  details  of  notifications  received : — 


Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 
Whooping  Cough  . . . 
Measles 


2 

32 

30 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
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Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 
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Outwork 

No  notification  of  Outworkers’  premises  have  been  received  during  the  period  under  review. 
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Appendix  I. 


AMERSHAM,  BEACONSFI  ELD  AND  DISTRICT 
WATER  COMPANY. 

CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION. 


Appearance Bright  with  a very  slight  deposit  of  mineral  debris 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale) Less  than  5 

Colour  (Hazen)  Nil 

Odour  Nil 

Reaction  pH  Neutral:  7.1 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  28 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°C  475 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180°C  320 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  11 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  240 

Hardness — Total  265 Carbonate  (Temporary)  240 

Non-Carbonate  (Permanent)  25 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  3.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  Absent 

Free  Ammonia  0.000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.000 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27°C 0.05 

Residual  Chlorine  Absent 

Metals Iron:  Less  than  0.03 Other  metals  absent 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS. 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in: 

1 day  at  37°C.  : 0.  2 days  at  37°C.  : 0 3 days  at  20°C.  : 0 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction... Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 

Bact.  coli Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 

This  is  a very  satisfactory  sample.  It  is  clear  and  bright  in 

appearance  and  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity  con- 
sistent with  a wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 
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